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Devil's Marks and Witches'
many witch-hunting guu:les
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‘body and examining it for devil's marks

ﬁ are the spots where/Satan bran

w to seal act with him. An Englishijuriat in__
’N} \‘N 30 described’ them as "sometimes Tike a nw/
s
PDN1 blew spot or a red spot, like a Fleabiting.” One {
-M& . problem: In theyérmin-ridden 4 7th century, «Y\W'

such blemls es were hardly uncommon. So the
witch hunters devised an lhgenlousﬁmtion‘_

» Devil, they reasoned, would not allow -

nything of his to be harmed JTherefore, they \:W \1\\
\ pricked any suspicious marks with a long silver
d&yﬁd' o pin.[If the spot didn't bleed or was insensitive

ito pain, the suspect was a witchy}y\

w)\,\\\c‘\English experts believed witches oft;a;al"\gg,__?lw

\K extra nipples that they used to giicklefdemons
\\‘ﬂh*‘é Matthew Hopkins, a witch hunter under Oliver ‘[\)"4
Cromwell [exposed one woman as a witch Q,U)‘

of\ when she was "found to have three tﬁjwy

W her, which honest women have not.

o

Mhave to resort to

po

he Swimming Test If the hunt for teats and
evil’s marks proves inconclusive, you may

P
“\\ ‘popular folk method, the \‘\1{5" q)}u
swimming test.'§First, sprinkle the suspect

“‘ “‘_\P &n
R ‘d’ with holy water {iTie his right thumb to his Ieﬁ:’

1(}’&’ \i& e }blg toe, and his feft thumb to his right big toe (&“b
) ‘X\ Fasten a rope around his waist. Then toss hi ‘ﬁ-
O o into a pond or river{If he floats, he's a witch.
»e
VQN W Y0 e
Q\Q s S W\\
A W2 \,U\

wjbﬂ

\t
o w“%\i)ﬁ - watch. Ifyou see’arrat, mouse or beetle In the/

BV E:?o%u fol
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jﬂ'the when-did-you-stop-beating-your-wife sort;
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the most improbable animalsfIn 1645, an
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suspects will often collapse under skillful
sinterrogation. Europe s most successful witch +
hunters were expert at framing questlons of |

The justices of Colmar in Alsace used to lead
off with “How long have you been a witch?"
before moving on to more specific inquiries
such as "What plagues of vermin and
caterpillars have you created?”

WARNING:

According to the Moileus Maleficarum (Hammer of
Witches), a comprehensive witch-hunting guide

SOpublished in 1486, judges at witchcraft triais

should take precautions against being bewitched
by the accused. Always wear protection: A wax

o' medallion containing a bit of salt blessed on Palm
Sunday, worn round the neck, will defend you from
Satan's wiles [tricks]. Otherwise, you yourself
could end up on the wrong end of a witch hunt.



